
Five designers harbour a Sydney dream 
Report Robert Harley 

Australia's most prestigious design 
competition, for the precinct of 
parkland and buildings that will 
line East Darling Harbour in 
Sydney, has been narrowed down 
to five very different proposals. 

Unveiling the shortlist on Friday, 
NSW Planning Minister Frank 
Sartor said the competition was a 
once-in-a-century opportunity for 
the people of Sydney. 

The site, occupied by wharves, 
covers 22 hectares of prime 
harbour land. Each proposal must 
provide 11 hectares of open space; 
maintain and improve the 
passenger terminal; and in the 
buildings proposed, set aside 75 
per cent for commercial use. 

Jury chairman Chris Johnson 
said the competition had attracted 
outstanding designs from several 
countries. "We need a very Sydney 
solution, with a bit of a wow 
factor," Professor Johnson said. 

The five shortlisted are: 
D The Winner of the Pritzker 
Prize this year, Thom Mayne from 
the Los Angeles-based Morphosis, 
has teamed with Project 
Architecture and Hargreaves 
Associates to produce a plan with 
a set of sinuous finger wharves. 
D The Richard Rogers Partnership 
from the UK has teamed with 
Sydney architects Lippmann 
Associates, US-based landscape 
architects Martha Schwartz 
Partners and property giant Lend 

The design by a consorti1.111 led by Pritzker Prize winner Thom Mayne is among the five on the shortUst. 

Lease with a design that aims to 
bring the harbour back into the 
site, almost creating an island, 
D Australian architects Peddle 
Thorp Walker have a proposal for 
two wedge shapes, one of 
parkland and one of buildings. 
D A consortium involving Hill 
Thalls Architecture + Urban 
Projects, Paul Berkemeier 
Architects and Jane Irwin 
Landscape Architecture turned 

Hickson Road into a grand 
boulevard. 
D Lend Lease itself came up with 
a proposal with a central park that 
rises to connect the city with 
Observatory Hill. 

All five schemes will be on 
public exhibition at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art until August 17, 
after which each team will be 
given $100,000 to work up its 
s cheme. 

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore said the competition was a 
"once-in-a-lifetime chance for the 
state government to get it right". 

"I look forward t.o the designs 
addressing critical planning 
considerations of public transport, 
sustainability, working harbour, 
public domain, heritage 
conservation views and cultural 
facilities," she said. 

Vic housing 
market dips 
It's official. The housing boom in 
Melbourne is well and truly cooling 
off with state government statistics 
showing a drop in sale volumes and 
the brakes going on values; 

Annual median house price stat­
istics, produced by the Department 
of Sustainability and the Environ­
ment and released this weekend, 
showed that compared with 2003 
there was a 21 per cent drop in the 
number of residential sales in 2004 
t.o 91,218. The figures reflect a 
deepening slide from the peak in 
2001 of 132,285 transactions. 

The value of sales slipped 
$5.3 billion to $31.2 billion in 2004 
compared with the previous year. 

The median house price still 
increased to $311,250 (up 
5.5 per cent) but not at the rates 
seen in other years, while the value 
for units was almost static at 
$270,000 (up 1.1 per cent). 

Vacant residential land was the 
exception, showing good growth of 
14 .6 per cent t.o $135,275. 

Preliminary figures for 2005 
were · also published in the report 
and, although they account for only 

· a fraction of the year's expected
sales, showed the t rends
strengthening.

Staie Planning Minister Rob Hulls
said the growth in the median
house price in regional Victoria had 
outstripped metropolitan Mel­
bourne for the third year running.
Mathew Dunckley

Redesign is enough to make an architect walk the planks 

The much-loved, award-winning 
Andrew (Boy) Charlton Pool in the 
Domain has become the latest iconic 
Sydney building to be altered, to the 
fury of its architect, Ed Lippmann. 

But he is in good company. Other 
architects whose work has been 
altered significantly, or even 
demolished, include the Pritzker 
Prize-winner Glenn Murcutt. 

His early-1980s Zachary's 
Restaurant has been changed 
drastically and the natural 
timberwotk of his museum at 
Kempsey has been painted, with an 
overscale pubtic toilet now intruding 
on its appearance. 

The Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects says buildings from the 
1950s, 1960s and 1970s are at risk, 
including work by Harry Seidler, Bruce 
Rickard, Ken Woolley, Michael Dysart 
and Peter Muller. 

At the Boy Charlton Pooi says Mr 
Lippmann, the City Council has 
shown "a sad lack of ethics and 
commitment to design excellence" in 
making the changes. 

The rooftop pond has been covered 
with decking and gravel to extend the 
cafe, still vacant in its second season, 
and a gate and extended brick 
security wall have been built, 
obscuring the building and harbour. 

Mr Lippmann said yesterday that 
the council had ignored designs he 

had provided free for a simple 
structure to extend the cafe. Instead, 
it had chosen to " tum this unique 
harbourside space into a Darling 
Harbour-style eatery, complete with 
umbrellas and visual pollution". He 
admitted he had done the documents 
for the work, but only to  prevent 
it being done by someone less 

in sympathy with his building. 
The extension meant the cafe 

would not now.complywith 
requirements on the number of 
toilets. "If this is what they do to a 
building after one year, imagine what 
it'll be like in five or 10 years. r-

Elsewhere, Woollahra Council 
recently gave permission to demolish 

a 1962 Muller house adjoining -­
historic Lindesay at Darlil!& Point,_ 
although it has been nominated for 
the NSW Heritage Register. 

At Ku-ring-gai, the 1978 Solman 
Award-winning UTS campus with its 
integrated landscape typical of the 
Sydney School, is likely to be carved 
up for medium-density housing, 

"A Darling 
Harbour-style 
eatery" .•• 
Boy Charlton 
Pool architect 
Ed Lippmann 
surveys the 
decking placed 
over the 
rooftop pond. 
Photo: 
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although at the urging of Councillor 
Ian de Vulder, Ku-ring-gai Council 
has included it on its heritage list. 

The institute's 20th century 
heritage committee says buildings, 
like the radically altered American 
Express building, are too recent to be 
considered heritage by most people 
and too old to be fashionable. 


