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N ne years in the rnak ng. Ed Lippniann s Butted y House nSydneys

env ronment but also has an otherworld y qua ly that extends
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LOOKTNG L KE AN aien crafi that has crash- anded near the c iffs or Sydn€yb
Sollh Head, Ed Lrppma..s Bullerly Hous€ has rwo pelarshapod wings and a
venca tower in the midde oulstretched tke a bow Iie. From the shoner end, lhe
wings swelloul vollpluousty, ke br6asts swinging oul powerluly over extended
h ps. lr s also remrnrscent or Ve)Azq@z\ rccl n.g nude, venus at hd Mnu
-or mo@ in keeping with th6 20th century a tactu@d abstract by ptcasso. Nol
sl|prisinoy Llppman.s unlsuathouse tuhs heads. Evon during conslruction irs
unconvenliona lorm caused a tratiic acc denl

llre house appeared n a recent Tetstra teevision commerca. Th6 ad beg.s
wlh a dad fyng a kite wilh his son on an ocean ctifi. t. the dslance we see 16
nouse myslerously lso ated wlh the wite advancing The message is obvious: in
Itre era oi dlg lal commun calion, the wortd oulside s never distant Tetstra tinks
ustothecosmos Such a communicalo.s llopia is not a tuture visio. thead

lolowing week In sp Ie ot these discouraging poa.ents, the sne and bret we.e so
challengng Lippman. prepar€d prctminary sketches Normaty Ltppnann woud
nor hav€ accepted a proiecr wthoul a inancatcons deral o. and d scussion about
hrs tee and a sig.alu@ Bui at thal slage theG were no ti.anca timtalons What
wouLo a house be tik6 wilh no st@ghl tines? t was an intrtgung proposit on There
was aso lh6 slunn nq ocatio. aslr de a ong sandslo.e rampart hotding back lhe
n-sweep ng ocean lhal haled atuply al SoLth Head; wh te in the orher diredon,
rl olleGd spectacutar views down port Jackson to the cBD, Harbolr B dge and

t r f L l q l t  !  r !  !  !
cround Ftoor ptan

Lppma.n deve oped the prcpolershaped bow tie scheme n a malter oi
days, irom his iniliatpo6pectiv6 view ookng lowards lhe cty ifom on Iop of
th6 rarsed podium whrch obscured lhe slreet n tront. The ptao evotved troh
lhis idea The combinalion of serpentine gass wals on a @ctangLtar podtum
recalls the paradorcalopera Fouse combinauo. ot tee Seometry root shets
on a srono p aliorm. Ltke the Opera ftouse, the acluat deinit on ol Ihese shapes
took ongeri al iifsl it was a igur€-eighl. Oraduaty iis evo ved nto lhe presenl
aft6nuated asymmelric arangemenr oi toops. The perspective skelch became
the house. Excepl ior Ih6 vod opposte the enlrance tew signtcant cha.gss
were made to this eary sketch. Ttie curyed bu tding tom present€d dificu ties
- curu€d grass was avaiabte ony irom Ca.ada and BergLm Bur snce cosr
was not a consideral o.

The clenl s @action was nothing fnot decsive:.This is wnar Iwan h6

The holse had lwo cutoed wngs (a basemenr wlh a six.car garag€ a.d rwo
leves above). th6 targer extonding wesr lowards the city contaning tiving areas
and a sma ef wing extendinq east with the bedrooms. A thofar inked the lwo.
Tnis ||iora contaned a star and was th6 hoose,s tungs Abov€ lhe roofle(ace,
grass ouv.es expto t6d the ventLriefiect in a modern version ot a Middt6 Easl
Makal draw ng an Lp and vent ng ir oot. Th s was ctucia|lo Lrppmanns td€a oi
a fxed, transparenl envetope comprsing ixed c!rued g ass itoor lo,ceiing wa ls
prclecled irom tho su. by gonerols ovehangs that wee verti/ated thrcugh stols

set back irom Mit lary Road towards the back ot th€ sile L ppma.n s
unonhodox ifee-to.m scheme avo ded lory sdeyards and op6ned the harbour
v€w up to its neighbour Howev6r, whie Counc lcoutd nol objed lo lhe bLitd ng,:r
novo rorm, since it comp ed with Ihe LocalD€ve opmenl Conlrotptan.lhey
nevonheless forced him to move th6 house ioMad lo w hin 1Om ofhe street
bourdary, to what Glenn Murcun once ror€red ro as lhe .fear tine, The move
crealed a sfral isolated backyard outside the groundjloor bed/ooD wing >>
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